
First Week of Advent! 

Like us 

on 

FaceBook

Forward 

to a 

Friend

Welcome! 

Devotion: Look for the 
signs 
No one knows when that day and hour will be, 

not the angels of heaven, not even the Son, but 

only the Father.  Just as it was in the days of 

Noah, so it will be when the Son of Man 

returns.  In fact, in the days before the flood 

people were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the very day that Noah 

entered the ark. And they did not realize what 

was coming until the flood came and took them 

all away. That is how it will be when the Son of 

Man returns. “At that time two men will be in 

the field; one will be taken and one will be 

left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; 

one will be taken and one will be left. So be 

alert, because you do not know on what day 

your Lord is coming. But understand this: If the 

master of the house had known at what time of 

night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house 

be broken into. You also need to be ready for 

this reason: The Son of Man is coming at an hour 

when you do not expect him. – Matthew 24:36-

44
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We welcome into God’s kingdom this 

coming Saturday Mia Charlotte 

Mothershed, a new pre-schooler, who 

will be receiving Holy Baptism. God’s 

blessing on Mia and her parents Anna 

and Christopher.

Many people find it strange that the first Sunday 

in Advent points past Christmas all the way to 

the end of time, to Christ’s second coming? Why 

is that? Well, because Advent has to do with 

preparing your heart to meet the TRUE savior. 

And if you want to meet the true Savior when he 

comes as a Lion, with all his power and glory, 

then you must meet him truly at the manger, 

when he came as the Lamb of God to take away 

our sins.

You see, the great danger in our celebration at 

Christmas is that it becomes little more than 

window dressing. I am quite certain that just 

about everybody you meet on the street can tell 

you the meaning of Christmas is that it 

celebrates the birth of Christ Jesus. Yet how big 

does that birth figure into their celebration of 

Christmas? I would assume very little judging by 

the church membership and church attendance 

numbers of Christian denominations. How much 

of our wealth at Christmas is spent upon us? How 

much of our energy is spent upon us? How many 

of us truly take the time to celebrate and 

ponder this divine truth – God has become the 

man to set us free? 

This is where we must beware in our day and 

age. What was life like before the flood? 

Certainly, everybody had heard the impending 

message of God’s wrath from Noah. Certainly, 

people had watched with wonder how this 

faithful man built a gigantic boat in a world that 

had up to that point not even seen rain. Yet 

what was their day filled with? Marriage and 

marriage plans, buying and selling, eating and 

drinking – right up until the time Noah entered 

the ark.  They did not realize that the flood was 

upon them until the very last moment.

That is why John the Baptist, the great Advent 

preacher, did not take his time spinning warm 

nostalgic visions of Baby Jesus to those who 

came out into the wilderness to see him. He 

greeted them with a powerful message of 
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repentance! Even the fine churchgoers and 

teachers were not welcomed with a pat on the 

back but with, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

Produce fruits in keeping with repentance!”

We do not know the day or hour our Lord will 

return, but the signs of his coming are there. 

There have been wars and rumors of wars. There 

have been earthquakes and great signs in the 

heavens. There have been false teachers and 

false Christ. And the Gospel has been preached 

to the very end of the world. The signs that 

Jesus gives us are to be a constant reminder as 

we look back at the manger and the cross: But 

who do you say that I am?

Is Jesus a moral example? Is Jesus just another 

ethical teacher? Is Jesus a self-help guru? No! 

Jesus is our Savior, and that is how we must 

greet him at the manger if we wish to greet him 

when he comes from the skies with an upturned 

head and filled with confidence. We must greet 

him as he is: you are the Christ the Son of the 

living God! 

Advent then is not a rush to decorate for 

Christmas. Rather, it is a time of self-reflection 

at the cross of Christ. It is a time for contrition 

(sorrow over our sins) and repentance (trust in 

Christ alone for forgiveness). It is a time to view 

the manger, not as a past historical event alone, 

but one in which we view all eternity. God has 

entered into human history to save me and bring 

me to heaven! 

-Pastor Meitner 
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Tree decorating

This coming Sunday, 

there will be tree 

decorating after our 

morning service. We will 

need help getting the 

tree up from the 

basement and decorating 

it. There will be snacks 

and other goodies 

provided as we prepare 

our sanctuary for the joy 

of celebrating the birth 

of our Lord!

Advent Service 
Times: 

Don’t forget to join us 

for our Advent service 

this week 

Wednesday 1:15 and 

7:00 pm! Our theme this 

week will be readying 

our hearts for Jesus.

Canvasing -
St. Paul's 
Christmas and 
Dinner Social    

If you are interested in 

canvassing our 

neighborhood to spread 

the word about our 

Christmas events, please 

contact Pastor Meitner 

or Mr. Botero!

-

All adults & teens are 

invited- Sunday, 

December 15, 1:00 - 4:00 

pm.- To the first annual 

St. Paul's First Dinner 

Social at the church 

parsonage. The cost will 

be $10 per person. 

 Hosted by the Koeppels. 

Sztapkas, & Meitners. 

To RSVP and for more 

information contact the 

Chruch Office. 
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