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20s & 30s
Bible Study:
Are you in your 20s or 30s and would
like to enjoy fun and fellowship with
other believers at a similar place in
life? We have the group for you. St.
Paul’s 20s and 30s group is always
looking for new people to join our
growing family. Talk to Minister
Pankow if you are interested, and he
will make sure to keep you informed
about upcoming meetings.

Meet the New Vicar
Organ Upgrades
Inside the Stained Glass
Meet the Minister
500 in 500

A Quarterly Look into the Ministry of St. Paul’s First

The
12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he
went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken
by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people dwelling in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death,
on them a light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Contact us at 818.761.1846 www.stpaulsfirst.org

5244 Tujunga Avenue
North Hollywood, CA 91601

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The time had come for the Christ Jesus to take up the mantle of ministry. John the Baptist had been imprisoned. His
work as forerunner was over. Now had come the season of Christ’s full time ministry, and the stage of that ministry had
been announced by the Prophet Isaiah. It would be in Galilee of the Gentiles, in the region of around the Sea of Galilee
and the Jordan River, in the ancestral home of the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun that the Messiah would take up his
work.
Why these places? It must have seemed strange to the Jews of Jesus’ Day. Even Jesus’ own family expected
that it was to be in Jerusalem, in Judea, among the “real” Jews that Jesus would make himself known. But Christ takes
the counsel of the Heavenly Father, none else. And the place of his revealing was to be here in Galilee. And it makes
perfect sense. Where had the hammer of sin and its effects most soundly fallen among God’s Old Testament People?
Was it not here? Were they not the first victims of foreign invaders? Were they not the ones that were most easily led
away from the light of the Word of God by pagan practices? Were they not the ones who had so little hope of redemption with both God and men? They most acutely felt the crushing weight of sin and its effects.
Yet in that dark spiritual place, the Lord God unveils his great light! And how fitting when you think about it: For
Paul tells us, “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,[c] not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are.” (I Corinthians 1:26-27)
Jesus message is “Repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” What makes this different from the message of
John the Baptist? It is the difference between when your mother says to you, “Wait until your father gets home” and the
sound of your father walking through the door. Yes, John had pointed to Christ and had prepared people for it with a
preaching and baptism of repentance. But now had arrived the one who could say, “This Scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.” For what is heaven’s kingdom? It certainly is not an earthly rule like that of kings and presidents. For Christ
himself says, “My kingdom is not of this world.”

The kingdom of heaven is this: It is the restoration of the sinner to the status of saint in the presence of God. It is
the undoing of sin and its effects in this world. The kingdom of heaven advances mightily into the land of death, it shows
all who live there that here is one stronger than death, sin and the accusations of Satan, and in him you are emancipated
from your slavery. It is a kingdom that breaks the chains of sin and opens the door, both literally and metaphorically to
heaven.
His call is “Repent!” Now another way to say that is this, “Change your mind! Think about it again.” What has following our heart and the philosophies of the world give us! If we chase riches, if we chase pleasure, if we chase advancement, if we chase legacy, where does it end? Is it not the grave? And what peace does it give us? He shows us
our life in the light of God’s righteousness! It is worse than we thought! We do not find a happy God, but a just condemnation for our sin.
But then Christ draws our eyes to him! He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! He shows us
that he has entered into the darkness to take the darkness upon himself. Now, as we turn toward Lent, we follow him into
the valley of humiliation. He is spat upon. He is scourged. He is beaten and mocked. He is nailed to the tree. But we
must still follow him…all the way to the grave itself!
For he offers himself at the atoning sacrifice for not only our sins but the sins of the whole world! That is his call to
the world. Thus we follow Christ into the grave, but we also rise out of the grave with him! As Paul tells the Corinthians,
“20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man
came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive.” ( I Corinthians 15:20-21)
The old order of things has passed way! And in Christ’s preaching, teaching, in baptism, we follow him to forgiveness, life and salvation. Oh what joy is this! In the words of the early church hymn,
Welcome, happy morning!" Age to age shall say;
Hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today!"
Lo, the Dead is living, God forevermore!
Him, their true Creator, all His works adore.
"Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say;
Hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today!" (CW 163:1)

This spring a large contingent of our Junior High students will be attending the field trip of a lifetime! Our 7th and 8th graders will be captivated by their visits to the United States Capitol, the Lincoln
Memorial, the Washington Monument, the Smithsonian Institute, and many other landmarks and historical sites in our nation’s capital and surrounding area. Mr. Bredendick and A.C.T.S., a Christian tour
company, will be leading the week long adventure for these students.

The six-day trip costs about $2000 per student, so
many of our students welcome some extra financial support.
The group will be holding a large yard sale (or gym sale) on
Saturday, March 11, in the St. Paul’s gym. You can help by
doing two things: Start donating items for the yard sale by
bringing them to the school or the gym. Household items —
clothing, electronics, appliances, sporting equipment, and
just about any knick-knack or valuable — are welcome. Secondly, plan to shop the yard sale and find a treasure to purchase and support the fund.
The group will also be hosting an Easter Breakfast in
Easter morning in our gym. A full complimentary food bar
will be available for your family and relatives from 7 to 9
A.M. on Easter morning. Donations for the meal will support
the class trip to D.C. Join us on April 16 for some wonderful
worship in church and a great breakfast!

I think we all, at one time or another, have thought of Christ as a type of suDid you know that just about every
perhero, someone who can do all, be all, conquer all. Certainly it is easy to pray to
Jesus in this manner: “Jesus, take away my (insert problem here)” or “Jesus, help me
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This didn’t happen once or
and every big amount supports
twice. It happened three times. And
Christian education.
each time he came back from his prayers to find his disciples asleep. He was truly
isolated in his plight, unable to find comfort among his followers or from his heavenly
father.
And yet, even in the depths of this alienation, he remained faithful to his father, to his
own role as savior, and to us: “…not as I will, but as you will…” The window depicts Christ not at his weakest but at his most steadfast, not on the verge of quitting but fully accepting what must happen in order to bridge the gap between God and humanity.
I’ve often thought that from a narrative standpoint this window (from the original St. Paul’s church that predated our current
building) would be better situated above the chapel doors (where the Mary window is). In this position, with the viewer facing into
the chapel with their back to the Nave one could progress linearly (albeit right-to-left) from the Garden, through Holy week and then
around the corner to the Resurrection events depicted in the choir loft.
But this small objection is quickly erased when you see this window in the early morning, as the rising sun comes through
and illuminates Christ as he prays in the garden. This window is perhaps the most beautiful in the church, with deeper, more somber colors than the others. On a sunny Sunday morning sit where you can see this window fully, from perhaps the front pews in the
Nave about a third of the way back on the lectern side, and you won’t be disappointed.
Notice that despite its relatively small size, compared to the other windows, Christ is perfectly proportioned in the circle; so
too is the image surprisingly free from the Christian iconography that fills the other windows and makes them somewhat busy. The
colors work to keep the surrounding garden in shadow, and the light that falls on Christ comes directly from heaven through the
dark clouds above; this is Christ alone, facing God’s full wrath and yet finding the courage to tell his father that if the crucifixion
cannot be avoided then God’s will must be
accomplished.
In his Gospel, Luke tells us that the
disciples could not stay awake because
they were exhausted from their sorrow.
Jesus admonished them (though not as
severely in Luke as Matthew and Mark record in their own Gospels): “Why are you
The organ work has given our music director the
sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and
opportunity to recruit a large contingent of musipray so that you will not fall into temptacians with various types of instruments. They have installed their equipment
tion” (Luke 22:46).
and have started playing in the old choir loft. This arrangement helps to not
The garden window reminds us to
spoil the appearance of our beautiful chapel and to make the Saturday evenpray this Lenten and Easter seasons, and
ing chapel service easier to organize. However, this change is giving our
Sound Room volunteers some challenges. Please bear with us while we try
always, as Christ himself did, trusting in the
and get the musical balance adjusted. The speakers in the church are of good Father to keep his promises and open the
quality, but the sound system is very old and the correct balance is taking
gates of heaven to believers.
some time to perfect. Thank you for your patience.

What is the most fulfilling thing about your job here at St. Paul's? I get to spend time with people. I
really love getting to know people; I love hearing people’s fears, concerns, and joys, and then sharing
the Gospel with them.
What is the one thing that continually gets in your way as you go about your job? (Good or bad or
both) Personal relationships. I think it is a good thing, but I find myself scrambling to get everything done some weeks, because I place such a high value on relationships. If someone knocks on my
door and needs to talk, that conversation is the most important thing in the world to me at that time.
What did you study in college? Did you ever consider being a Pastor? I double-majored in Staff Ministry and Education at Martin Luther College (although I am not a licensed teacher, I went through all of
the course work, but I am definitely NOT a teacher). I did, I grew up in a pastor's house, and when I went
unassigned I was seriously considering going back to MLC to pursue the pastoral ministry, but as a student I only wanted to be a Staff Minister. I don't think that I would ever be able to do the languages, but if
that was the only thing between me and sharing the Gospel, I'd make it work.
How did you meet your wife, Megan? What does she do for a living? We met while I was a student at
MLC she was visiting a mutual friend. Megan is a Licensed Social Worker, and currently manages the
Memory Care unit of a Senior Living Facility in Studio City.
How has your adjustment to CA been? Anything totally unexpected that you are still trying to get
used to? (Other than the fact that no one in LA actually knows how to drive?) I'm definitely getting used to California, it always takes some time as it does getting used to any new place, but we still
have a lot of exploring to do. I don't think I was totally prepared to go shopping in LA. It sounds weird, but
if I am not in the grocery store before noon around here I just can't do it. It's like Black Friday every day!
Where do you see yourself in five years? Where do you see St. Paul's in five years? Sharing the
Gospel. It sounds like a cop-out but I'm not sure how the ministry here will change in 5 years so the only
plan I have is to share the Gospel. I hope that St. Paul's is a growing family, with an emphasis on
"family;" it is always my prayer that the companionship of believers creates an atmosphere that welcomes new members and promotes strong relationships.
What word of encouragement would you want to give to the members of St. Paul's as we move forward in our ministry? Love! love one another, love your neighbor, speak in love, and act in love.
Love everyone in this city, because your love is a reflection of your Savior's love.
If you could sum up your ministry in one sentence,
what would that be? I do a little bit of everything,
with the goal of introducing people to their Savior.
What is your favorite, go-to Bible passage? Ephesians 2:1-10
When you aren't at St. Paul's, what is it that you like
to do? Some people have just one thing, but I like
to do a little bit of everything... I like hunting, fishing,
hiking, working with my hands, reading, golfing, playing hockey, training my dog, photography, if I'm not
on campus, you might have a little trouble tracking
me down.

Pictured: Mr. and Mrs. Pankow and their dog Willow

St. Paul’s School and Preschool is thankful for continuing support and involvement of many volunteers who are in the PTF. Again
this year, the PTF hosted a wonderful Fall Festival. Volunteers continue to staff the hot lunch program, library, and important officer and
committee positions. Last Spring we saw the PTF host the very successful Snow Day Fundraiser which brought tons of snow to the playground (thanks to North Hollywood Ice Company) and thousands of
dollars to our school.
This spring the PTF will host the very first St. Paul’s Spring Gala, a night of good food, fun, fellowship, and fundraising. Tickets are
now on sale in the school office for this special event on April 1. Proceeds from the gala will help us build a brand new digital school sign
on Tujunga Avenue that will increase our visibility to the public by sharing lots of school and church information daily.
The PTF has donated several major items to our school in recent
years:
 A new school transportation van
 A new artificial grass surface on our playground
 New laptop computers for all the teachers
 Campus wide WiFi
 A full set of new bleachers for our gym
 Microphones, sound equipment, and a spotlight for productions on
our stage
 Document cameras and interactive whiteboards for the classrooms
As you can see, our PTF has made some wonderful contributions to our school ministry. To do all these things it took a fellowship of
parents, teachers, congregation members, grandparents, and others.
That is what a PTF is. What can you do to partner with the PTF?
 Attend events
 Attend a meeting
 Donate an item
 Donate financial gifts
 Volunteer
Thank you for your support and prayers for our school ministry
that is making a difference in the lives of children in our congregation,
and in our community, for their lives now and for eternity!

No, no – not the Phantom of the
Choir Loft! To our great pleasure,
and, we trust, to the Lord’s pleasure too, our beloved organ is
back. The console has been completely rewired into digital format.
The Swell Organ pipes and leathers have been refurbished and
are back in place. The Great Organ is still being worked on, along
with some new ranks of pipes that
will be installed to make the
stained glass windows rattle.
Truly, Mr. Bauer has a new toy,
and he is already using it by recording music before Sunday that
the organ will play back automatically on his command. This gives
him the ability to direct the choirs
with live musical accompaniment.

Once the Great Organ is complete, it will still take time with
such a large project for the instrument to settle down and be tuned
to a final perfect pitch. We have
decided, therefore, to plan an Organ Re-Installation celebration to
coincide with the special service
commemorating the 500 year anniversary of the Reformation in
October 2017.
“They take the timbrel and harp,
and rejoice at the sound of the organ” Job 21:12 KJV

ST. PAUL'S FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
October 1, 2016 thru January 31, 2017
Income

Dr. Jordan Patrick has been assigned by the Wisconsin Synod Pastoral Studies Institute to receive his vicar training at St. Paul’s First Lutheran Church. Pastor Sam Clemons, a recently-retired pastor, will serve as
Vicar Jordan’s supervisor (bishop).
Vicar Jordan and his wife Aneela are natives of Pakistan. Both were born into families that had converted to Christianity through the efforts of Christian missionaries. Although he was raised in a Christian
home, many of Jordan’s friends were Muslims. They encouraged him to attended instruction with them at
the local mosque and learn the teachings of the Koran. Jordan discovered first-hand that the religion of Islam did not afford him the peace, love and assurance that he found in Christ Jesus.
Jordan attended medical college in Bahwalpur, Pakistan from which he earned his medical degree in
1981. He began his medical practice in the city of Sahiwal the same year. In 1987 Dr Jordan was united in
marriage with his wife, Aneela Nazi. This marriage has been blessed with three children, daughters Zara
and Roop, and a son, John. Both daughters have finished their medical studies and will complete their internships soon. Son John is a student at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN where he is studying to be
a pastor.
In 2000, Dr. Jordan came across the Wisconsin Synod website while searching on the internet for
Christian literature. Pastor Dan Koelpin, the WELS Administrator for World Missions, responded to Dr. Jordan’s request. Through the Wisconsin Synod’s Multi-Language Publications service, he was able to provide
Dr. Jordan with Christian literature in the Urdu language for both children and adults. Over the course of 15
years, these lessons and pamphlets have been distributed widely and reached the hands of many people.
During the earthquake disaster in 2005, Dr. Jordan distributed food, water, clothing and blankets
supplied by the Wisconsin Synod Christian Aid and Relief Committee.
Because of a serious kidnapping threat, Dr. Jordan moved his family to the U.S. in 2015. He has
been a student with the Pastoral Studies Institute since May of 2015. During his time at St. Paul’s First, Vicar Jordan will observe the workings of a large congregation with a large school. He will give devotions,
teach classes, assist in worship, visit the hospitalized and shut-in members, teach Bible Class and preach.

REVENUE-CHURCH

$142,063

REVENUE-PRESCHO

$104,530

REVENUE-SCHOOL

$281,860

Total Income
$528,453
In the previous quarterly St. Paul’s Epistle we encouraged
our members to consider giving to the Endowment Fund. For
Expense
those of you who are not familiar with this Fund, it was established
about nine years ago to collect special financial gifts, above and
DEBT REDUCTION
$9,924
beyond our normal offerings, that we can use in extreme emerEE BENEFITS
$72,650
gencies such as earthquakes or other disasters that cause extenINSURANCE & TAX
$12,638
sive damage to our facilities. It can also be used to create an onMISSIONS
$15,548
going source of revenue from the investment interest on those
OPERATING
$26,188
funds for other special needed projects, as a means to bolster the
general fund, or in very extreme financial situations to provide
PAYROLL
$319,058
temporary financial relief for our church. The congregation’s apREPAIRS-MAINTEN
$18,704
proved goal is to reach a level of $500,000 in this fund. To date,
UTILITIES
$13,952
we have about $405,000.
Total Expense
$488,661
We encourage everyone, young adults and older members
alike, to give to this important fund as you are able. Beyond the
larger gifts that we occasionally receive from a few members’ esNet Income
$39,792
tates, we encourage all of our members to give to this fund when opportunities
such as the receipt of an inheritance, a large salary increase or bonus, or any
other type of windfall occurs. Also, we encourage all of our members to consider
small ongoing financial offerings to this fund, as many small gifts collectively will
get us to our $500,000 goal in addition to any larger special gifts that we may re- Assisted over 100 students in hearceive.
ing God’s Word every day.
It should be noted that about 90% of the approximately $400,000 in the
Fund came separately from the estates of two elderly widowed former members Helped make needed repairs to our
who were not wealthy but lived in modest homes that were fully paid off and sold
facilities.
as part of their estates after they passed away. Each of them had stipulated in
their wills and living trusts that a large portion of their estates were to be given to
our church in a loving tribute to our Lord, so our Christian ministry could continue Paid for Church and School Beautifiin a God pleasing way.
cation projects.
If you wish to give special offerings to the Endowment fund it is very easy
to do so. Just use one of your special pre-printed offering envelopes or use one Supported Ministries across the
of the regular offering envelopes in the church pews and write on the outside of
Globe
the envelope that the offering is for the Endowment Fund. You can also make
donations to the Endowment fund electronically as an ACH transfer if you wish.
You can also donate appreciated stocks and bonds to this fund, which provides Supported new “Home Mission” projects across the United States
certain income tax benefits to you; contact our treasurer for more information.
Finally, for younger adults with children, there is another good reason to
set up a will and living trust, regardless of whether you decide to include our
And MUCH MORE…
church in your estate. That reason is to set forth legally in writing who you would
like to take custody of your children in the event something should happen to you Your dollars don’t only help the min(and your spouse if you are married) where you die or are incapacitated to the
istry of St. Paul’s they help people
point that you can no longer care for them before they are grown.
around the world hear the Gospel!

Your Gifts Have…

March

Nicole Joslyn ................................................ 1
Alice Lepis ................................................... 3
Cynthia Clendenen ...................................... 5
Patsy Husmann ........................................... 8
Molly Bauer .................................................. 9
Terri Miller .................................................... 10
Mayra Medina-Baron ................................... 12
Elizabeth Sloke ............................................ 12
Maggie Medina ............................................ 13
Taylor Brenner ............................................. 14
Mike Williamson ........................................... 14
Bonnie Ambrose .......................................... 15
Raymundo Lopez ......................................... 15
Bryon Patrick ............................................... 15
Julio Galvez ................................................. 16
Oskar Robinson ........................................... 18
Adam Tobeck............................................... 18
Dorothy Grade ............................................. 20
Ron Gusman, Jr. .......................................... 20
Cheryl Villa................................................... 20
Barbara Hartel ............................................. 22
Ami Trejo ..................................................... 22
Jeremy Sztapka ........................................... 26
Don Minkus .................................................. 28
Jamie Patrick ............................................... 28
Vincent-Octavio Bayardo ............................. 29
Betty Thoreson ............................................ 29
Adrian Jefferson, Jr. ..................................... 30
Rita Villa ...................................................... 30
Eva Weindorf ............................................... 31

April

Anthony Pinnere .......................................... 3
Griffin O’Rouke ............................................ 3
Robert Carter ............................................... 4
Tanya Hughes ............................................. 4
Sylvia Jacques ............................................. 4
Mason Lopez ............................................... 4
Sarah Weindorf ............................................ 5
Max Galvez .................................................. 6
Lisa Poels .................................................... 6
Isabella Riera ............................................... 6
Charles McGee ............................................ 8
Arleen Ehrig ................................................. 8
Evelyn Matz ................................................. 9
Ricky Bayardo .............................................. 10
Maria Koeppel .............................................. 10
Abigail Meitner ............................................. 11
Mark Husmann ............................................ 12
Richard Palacios .......................................... 12
James Ambrose ........................................... 14
Jenny Brown ................................................ 14

Isabella Riera ............................................... 16
Catherine Booth ........................................... 18
Adita Galarce ............................................... 19
Austin Mindock ............................................ 21
Michele Gill .................................................. 22
Sara Chinchuck ........................................... 23
Jane Vescio ................................................. 23
Alison Husmann ........................................... 25
Eric Matz ...................................................... 25
Steve Snyder ............................................... 25
Kingston Florian ........................................... 27

May

Alexander Miehl ........................................... 2
Kevin Coffee ................................................ 3
Robert Lopez ............................................... 4
Jason McGee............................................... 4
Monica Silva ................................................ 5
Samuel Medina ............................................ 6
Dori Langvardt ............................................. 7
Thomas Brady ............................................. 8
Colton McGee .............................................. 8
Zachary Brenner .......................................... 10
Monique Galvez ........................................... 10
Colin Nickels ................................................ 11
Trudy Steffensen.......................................... 14
Mary Brady .................................................. 15
Andrew Jacques .......................................... 16
Christopher Collins....................................... 18
Kaitlyn Collins .............................................. 18
Thomas Cusumano...................................... 18
Julie Weiher ................................................. 19
Emily Coffee ................................................ 22
Robert Mendoza .......................................... 22
Rosalinda Schaper....................................... 22
Melinda Brown ............................................. 23
Mayah Bayardo ............................................ 24
Teri Chinchuck ............................................. 24
Cooper Carrillo ............................................. 25
Rebecca Gutzmer ........................................ 25
Angela Lembo.............................................. 26
Latreal Compton .......................................... 27
Thomas Weindorf......................................... 29
Jordan Leon ................................................. 30
John Pooley ................................................. 30
Christopher Booth ........................................ 31

March
Diana and Paul Krausse............................... 15, 1980
Jenny and Steve Brown ............................... 18, 2000
Candy and Nick Vescio ................................ 20, 2010
Ardis and David Walther ............................... 29, 1969

April
Ron & Dema Kenyon.................................... 3, 1971
Sandee & Charles McGee ............................ 4, 1981
Carol and John LeCieleci ............................. 17, 1988
Bryon & Jamie Patrick .................................. 17, 2004

Raymond & Mireya Lopez ............................ 30, 2005

May
Annie and James Ambrose .......................... 5, 1987
William and Geovanna Brown ...................... 6, 2006
Tracy and Brian Johnson ............................. 6, 2000

Geovanna and William Brown ...................... 7, 2006
Elizabeth and Kevin Maikowski .................... 7, 2000
Kacie and Bobby DiPietro ............................ 15, 2004
Tressa and Jaime Leon ............................... 16, 2015
Heather and Patrick McLaughlin .................. 16, 1995
Mary and Tom Brady ................................... 17, 1975
Joyce and Paul Rizzo .................................. 18, 1974
Michelle and Pastor Paul Meitner ................ 21, 2004
Alexandra and Taylor Tobeck ...................... 23, 1992
Laurie and Eric Larson ................................. 26, 2007
Adelheid and Willi Coeler ............................. 27, 1959

